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grow. The man with the religious axe to grind will rush to
implant his own official version of the Christian code, which is
not always that of the Gospel. The secular schoolmaster will
probably expound a stoical system of ethics, possibly with a
faint Christian tinge. He may also blend with it a sentimental
belief in the magic benefits of " the public-school spirit/9 which
regards competition as a virtue and sees in physical activity, as
expressed in organized games, an automatic power to uplift;
while gentleness is slightly suspect as a sign of weakness.

There are striking differences between the things that the
pupil, in the traditional scheme, would have been taught and
those that he is likely to acquire in an average Westernized
school, even a good one. The sacredness of life, other than
human, will certainly not be overstressed, even if it is men-
tioned at all.* The whole emphasis will be on Man and his
interests, everything else will be shown as ministering to these;
a very different story from the Hindu or Buddhist duty of
solicitude for all suffering creatures. A good many of the
teachers in high-class secular schools, specially designed for the
rich and aristocratic, are keen on shooting. Therefore it can-
not be expected that they will go to any special trouble in order
to discredit that pastime in the eyes of their charges, and the
latter are likely to grow up to tolerate the idea. I turned up
a few Hindu, and even Buddhist, names at random in the pages
of Who's Who, and found that they nearly all had put down
" Shooting " under the heading " Recreation " !

Secondly, the contemplative ideal placed before the true
Oriental as the highest possible calling for a man, is dismissed
by modern Occidentals as equivalent to laziness. For them the
ideal is " practical " work, that is to say, visible activity con-
fined to the material and social fields. The difference of point of
view is so fundamental that two educators, respective adherents
of these opposing philosophies, ought not to share the same
professional designation.

Thirdly, the aim of our education even at its best is the
development of individualism to its utmost, just as at its worst,
by the cultivation of blind esprit de corps, it encourages the
instincts of the herd, to the submerging of personal independ-
ence of thought. Both these aims are out of keeping with
Buddhist doctrine, the first because it derives all its justification
from the belief in a real "Ego," which Buddhism denies, and